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The year is progressing swiftly, and plans are 
in place. If you’re in need of inspiration to 
spark your creativity as you deliver your L&D 
agenda for the year, we’ve got the guide you 
need. We have researched the best  
podcasts, bloggers and online communities 
to guide you through some of the biggest 
areas of L&D strategy for 2019.

We know it’s hard to find the time to keep 
up-to-date with the latest news, trends and 
technologies in the L&D space. That’s why 
we’ve concentrated on resources that help 
curate content from elsewhere, saving you 
valuable time. Where we’ve included an 
individual contributor presenting their own 
content, it’s because they really know their 
stuff!

Whatever your specialisation, we trust you 
will find something that excites you!

https://learningfactor.com.au/
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An expert to guide you to great content, including a great podcast: Connie Malamed, AKA 
The Learning Coach, is a fantastically experienced Instructional Designer. She is right 
there for the latest technologies and has been running a slick and informative podcast for 
eLearning designers since 2013. You could describe her writing as prolific, from Instruc-
tional Design through Storyboarding to UX. Running out of new content to absorb will take 
far longer than you have time to spend!

A useful blog:  Arun Pradham’s Design 4 Performance blog is an excellent resource for 
instructional designers who are passionate about great-looking visuals. Its presentation 
in the form of infographics is unique amongst the blogs recommended here and it really 
delivers in terms of impact. Written by Arun: a practicing experienced Instructional De-
signer who can spark ideas you may not have considered.

A YouTube channel that will make you laugh: dominKnow are a company creating cloud-
based eLearning tools – but don’t let that put you off. This isn’t a sales channel. Their vid-
eocast, Instructional Designers in Offices Drinking Coffee, is the perfect accompaniment 
to your coffee break. The videos cover all aspect of great eLearning design, including 
context, interactivity and innovative styles. Join them every week for an informal, web-
cast-style vlog.

INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN

A great podcast:  The Trends & Issues podcast is so up-to-date on the latest eLearning 
technology topics that there is a new edition every fortnight. If you can keep up, there is 
a huge back catalogue. Each episode covers trends across four categories: hardware and 
software, research reports, online teaching and learning, and digital citizenship and se-
curity. There is something to interest everyone, every time.

A guide to investing in eLearning tools: The best sources of technical information and 
software comparison are often IT review magazines and websites. One of the clearest is 
Software Advice. Their LMS guide includes a system-by-system product overview, a buy-
er’s guide and a useful FrontRunners grid which maps the best-ranking tools against each 
other. If you’re investing in new LMS this year, make sure you hit this site to start building 
your business case.

A conference (that might be near you): If you are in Australia and want to connect with 
your eLearning peers in person, you’ll want to know where this year’s big conferences are 
being held.

Thankfully, Ryan Tracey has done the research for you and there are still plenty of inter-
esting events this year. Prepare to be enlightened.

ELEARNING TECHNOLOGY
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http://theelearningcoach.com/category/elearning_design/
http://theelearningcoach.com/category/podcasts/
http://design4performance.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/dominknow/videos
http://trendsandissues.com/category/trends-issues-podcast/
https://www.softwareadvice.com/lms/
https://ryan2point0.wordpress.com/2019/01/02/e-learning-conferences-in-australia-in-2019/
https://learningfactor.com.au/
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A great podcast: Unlike the other recom-
mendations here, The Learning Innova-
tions Podcast exists solely in the guise 
of a podcast. That means that there’s no 
recapping of information you can find 
elsewhere, so it’s unique. Their focus is on 
innovations in the industry: across tech-
nology, talent development and the corpo-
rate learning environment. As it’s focused 
on the newest of the new, the back cata-
logue only goes back a couple of years.

A community that has its finger on the 
pulse: No eLearning research is complete 
without a visit to the eLearning Industry 
website. It actually seems too obvious to 
mention – but it’s a reliable, up-to-the-
minute source of every new trend, product, 
article, even job vacancy, that L&D profes-

LEARNING TRENDS

sionals need. You can view step-by-step 
guides to building an app, or get in-depth 
comparisons of eLearning products. Make 
it a habit to bookmark the section that 
interests you most, and check back reg-
ularly.

A useful article hub and blog:   
Craig Weiss is an eLearning guru who aims 
to keep you up-to-date with everything 
new in the world of eLearning. His style is 
asking probing questions to dig deep into 
topics. He also has a useful LMS guide to 
help you find the best products on the 
market. You can sign up for email updates 
so you never miss a good article.

https://elearningindustry.com/elearning-trends-for-2019-8-top
https://elearningindustry.com/elearning-trends-for-2019-8-top
https://elearninfo247.com/
https://learningfactor.com.au/
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A great podcast: The Training 
Journal site is a great all-round 
L&D management resource, and 
their monthly podcast is an ex-
cellent mix of specialists and in-
teresting topics. It’s a quick way 
to get a roundup of all the lat-
est content from their magazine, 
without spending hours reading.

An industry-leading blog: The 
eLearning Guild’s “Twist” blog is 
written by experts, and updated 
with new content every day. It’s 
easily searchable and content 
goes all the way back to 2013. 
Whilst there is a focus on indi-
vidual opinions, one great fea-
ture is the weekly “curated” blog 
which gives an overview of what 
you need to know from across the 
eLearning Guild site. It’s another 
great time-saver if you don’t get 
the chance to sit through pages 
of content regularly.

A varied magazine-style resource: 
HR Magazine’s Learning and De-
velopment content is top-notch 
for professionals. If you’re not in 
the UK then you might want to 
skip some of the Brexit content 
(then again, if you are in the UK 
you might want to skip that too). 

L & D MANAGEMENT

But there is a thorough analy-
sis of the modern workplace 
and how eLearning trends are 
playing into L&D. There’s also a 
good quantity of peer-reviewed 
academic articles, made easy-
to-read in article format.

So, what did we forget? Is there 
a podcast that you can’t miss, 
that we should add? Get in 
touch and let us know! We hope 
you find this list of resources a 
pretty comprehensive guide to 
finding the newest, most au-
thoritative research and infor-
mation available.

At The Learning Factor, we sim-
plify the business of learning. 
We craft exceptional training 
solutions that solve critical 
business challenges across all 
touchpoints, screens, and de-
vices.

If you have like what you have 
read, we would love to hear 
from you. You can chat with 
us LIVE between 8.30am-5pm 
Monday to Friday using the yel-
low chat button on our website. 
Also, be sure to follow us on 
LinkedIn.

https://www.trainingjournal.com/articles/features/tj-podcast-february-2019
http://twist.elearningguild.net/
http://twist.elearningguild.net/
https://www.hrmagazine.co.uk/strategic-hr/learning-and-development/
https://www.hrmagazine.co.uk/strategic-hr/learning-and-development/
https://learningfactor.com.au/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-learning-factor/
https://learningfactor.com.au/
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GET in TOUCH

HEaD OFFiCE

OPEraTiOnS CEnTrE

Level 25, Aurora Place, 88 Phillip
St, Sydney 2000 NSW Australia 

50 Yeo St, Neutral Bay 2089
NSW Australia
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hello@learningfactor.com.au
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